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last they were obliged to kill and eat a favourite
donkey named ' Marubare * on which Father
Bequejada rode. The poor old donkey was a great
traveller, having done much good service at Santa
Martha. The famished party, much reduced in
numbers, arrived at a place where the cordillera
was in sight. They succeeded in reaching it, and
at length arrived at Pasto, whence they journeyed
on to Bogota, where Hernan Perez de Quesada
met with a reception he little expected. There can
be no doubt that the origin of the story about
El Dorado was in the custom of gilding the chief
at the Lake of Guatavita. This tradition was
wildly exaggerated, and the locality was altered
to suit the whims and theories of insatiable gold-
seekers.

In the unhappy land of the Chibchas the cruel
exactions of the Spanish encomenderos became
more and more intolerable. The chief of Guatavita
rose in arms, but his defeat was followed by a
horrible massacre. The people began to hide their
wives and families among rocks and fastnesses,
or on islands in lagoons and morasses, Tundama,
the chief of Duitama, was the bravest and most
resolute of the Chibcha patriots. Very few leaders
or chiefs had survived, and to Mm alone could Ms